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EL ENANO JOROBADO QUE NO FUMA (O LA ‘TEOLOGÍA’
BENJAMINIANA CONTRA EL OPIO DEL PROGRESO)

Reflexiones a partir de la primera Tesis sobre la historia*

SILVANA RABINOVICH**
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Resumen
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Abstract

!"#$%&'(#)*+%),-(&#-$%'+.*+)(#,-$%,-%("+%'+*&(#,-$"#/%0+(1++-%/"#*,$,/"2%&-3%

("+,*,42%50+(1++-%"#$(,'#)&*%6&(+'#&*#$6%&-3%'+3+6/(#,-7%#-%("+%8!"+$+$%,-%

!"#$%"&'()(*"+$(,$-&)!(.+/$0+$12'!#.$3#4526&47$)*#8&,&82''+$20(9!$ !"#$8"#)):

/*&2+'%&9(,6&(,-%&**+4,'2%#-%("+%.#'$(%("+$#$:%!"+%#3+,*,42%,.%/',4'+$$%#$%/'+$+-;
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=',4'+$$:

>+4?-%$+%)9+-(&@%"90,%9-%&9(A6&(&%),-$('9#3,%3+%6&-+'&%(&*@%B9+%&%)&3&%6,C#;
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*&% /&'(#3&:%G-%69H+),% C+$(#3,% 3+% (9'),@% ),-% *&% 0,B9#**&% 3+*% -&'49#*+% +-% *&% 0,)&@%

+$(&0&%$+-(&3,%&-(+%+*%(&0*+',%B9+%3+$)&-$&0&%$,0'+%9-&%&6/*#&%6+$&:%G-%$#$(+;
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'(<@2/$*2.2$12'!#.$3#4526&4E$=J82)($#'$62!#.&2'&)6($"&)!D.&8($4($8(4)&A#.202$

&%*&%'+*#4#A-%T,%&%$9%',/&D+%L)#+-(F.#),M@%+$(,%+$@%*&%(+,*,4F&T%),6,%8,/#,%3+%*,$%



El enano jorobado que no fuma (o la ‘teología’ benjaminiana contra el opio del progreso) 205

EN-CLAVES DEL PENSAMIENTO, año VIII, núm. 16, julio-diciembre 2014, pp. 203-218.

!"#$%&'()*+,*-./"0,*1#%*2,$%#0&*1#*,3#10#4*'#*,'&5.,*.67#1.,2,7#62#*,*%,*#'5#!

"#$%&'()*+#$,-".*#'$/'#$01+2#$+13+#"#,1")1$%&4)13*&3$#$'#$0*3,#$.1'$5#+)&$613!

,#"&!7&8*9)*+&$.1$:;<;$*"8*)#$#$%1"4#3$1"$14#$.*31++*=">?$@$4*"$1,A#3B&?$14)#$
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La teología:  
una maestra de ajedrez pequeña y fea…

!"##"$%&'(")*'$+,&$-"(.$&/$0"-/&#.$1&$/"$2*/.3.24"$3&$&35.'1&$,'"$)"&30#"$
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)*'$1&$&3"$)"'&#"G$CH5"3.$3,;*&#&$/"$*'I&#3*6'$1&/$/&)"$)&1*&I"/$&'$E0B&.9

/.;*"$"'5*//"$7B*/.3.7B*"&FG$A*'$1,1"$'.$3&$0#"0"$1&$ /"$)*3)"$")"$)&1*&I"/$

J%'4&+)$)$!'4-2K$'4$*-2$,&'!7-2$!-+'64-2A$)*$2'6%&3&-$+'$2"$)4,&.")$2&'6%)0$L-$

!'2&54&3-$'2$7)6,'$+'$'2,'$3-43'7,-$#$2"$'2,)+-$.&D-2-$2'$+'D'$)*$ /!7',"$

2'3"*)6&2,)$8"'$D"23)$+'2*'.&,&!)6$)$*)$6'*&.&=4$E)7*)2,)6*)EA$3-48"&2,)4+-$*-2$

3)!7-2$+'$*)$B'$C)2,)$**'.)6$)$2)36)*&;)6$'*$!"4+-$,'66'4)*$M-$,-!)4+-$76'2,)9

1"$>$0#"1,5*&'1.$/"$7.0&'0&$)&0J2.#"$1&/$B*30.#*"1.#$H)'.'$K"LMN#"O.0LO*'PN$'*$

2'3"*)6&2!-$76-%-3)$8"'$'*$3&'*-$!"#"!$%"&&"$3-4,6)$*)$,&'66)O0P

L)$3-63-%)$+'$*)$,'-*-./)$M8"'$4-$C)$2&+-$)7*)2,)+)$2&4-$2=*-$'(%()*+*$7-6$

'*$2'3"*)6&2!-$6)!7*=4O$2'6/)$2"$3)6.)$!'2&54&3)$8"'$7-6$"4)$7)6,'$'2$76-!'9

2)A$7'6-$*'$7'2)$,)4,-$8"'$)$*)$%';$*'$&!7&+'$)4+)6$'6."&+)0$Q-+-$7)6'3'$&4+&3)6$

8"'$*)$,'-*-./)$7-6,)$"4)$76-!'2)$8"'$4-$7"'+'$%'6R$7'6-$2-D6'$,-+-A$8"'$4-$

+'D'$!-2,6)6S$2=*-$7"'+'$)3,&%)6*)$'2,)4+-$'23-4+&+)0$>4$'2,-$I*,&!-A$*)$3)6.)$

F$ 1'$+&3'$8"'$3")4+-$!"6&=$T&**&)!$13C*"!D'6.'6$'4$FUPU$+"6)4,'$"4)$.&6)$7-6$V"D)A$2'$

)3)D=$*)$'!76'2)$+'$:)'*;'*A$8"'$!"6&=$'2'$!&2!-$)G-A$'4$'*$D)63-$+'$6'.6'2-A$'!7-D6'3&+-$#$

D-66)3C-0
N$ QR7#&3"1"$&'$3,$5,#3.$ EA&5,/"#*L"5*6':$S#*&'0"/*3).$>$T&3*"'*3).F:$+,&$ *)7"#0*6$&'$ /"$

WX?:$'4$B'D6'6-$+'$NYFP$#$8"'$'2$*)$76&43&7)*$B"'4,'$+'$&427&6)3&=4$+'*$76'2'4,'$,6)D)(-0
P$ L)$+&2,&43&=4$'4,6'$2'3"*)6&;)3&=4$M3)!&4-$7-6$'*$8"'$*)$6'*&.&-2&+)+$2'$!"4+)4&;)O$#$2'3"9

*)6&2!-$M*)&3&;)3&=4$8"'$+'2*'.&,&!)$)$*)$6'*&.&=4O$2'.I4$'*$,'=*-.-$+&)*H3,&3-$Z6&'+6&3C$[-.)6,'4$'2,5$

,-!)+)$+'$[&)3-!-$:)66)!)-A$,-"&(#.#$-"%%*/#0"1"*&(23*#+"#&*#!"45&*%-6*4-71:$="*163:$%"#5&/.'":$

F\\UA$770$UF9UU0$@-+6/)!-2$+'3&6$8"'$'*$2'3"*)6&2!-$&+'-*-.&;)$)*$76-3'2-$+'$2'3"*)6&;)3&=40
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#()(/!$+('$9&)#9,.)/"#/"),()',(&/"#-$&$/(/:);$)",)(0"/+"'$#-()<3!(&.)(,)(*(+"8

'"+)/"0()#$&)"="'-.),()!(>$()/",)(3-9!(-(?)'3(&/.)",)!"#$(&$#!.)#")!3"#-+()()

*,"&(),31)@#"'3,(+$#-(@)'.!.)*+.7"'-.)*.,A-$'.)&('$.&(,$#-(B)/"0()6"+)#3)+.#-+.)

!%#)*",$>+.#.:)C,)!"#$(&$#!.)03/A.)#"'3,(+$1(/.)4(0.),()=.+!()/")C#-(/.)&(8

'$.&(,)43#'(/()*.+)",)!.6$!$"&-.)#$.&$#-().=+"'")3&)',(+.)"0"!*,.:D

!"#$%&'#()'*"(+,"(-,(."#-%&'"#/0(-"(*0&.01/%(*0#(2%(/"02034%(*0&0("2(

*(*",)#"'(&-")'.&) ,() -$&-(2) EC#-%)'.!*,"-(!"&-")(4#.+4$/.)*.+)",,(:)F"+.)#$)

=3"+()*.+)",)#"'(&-"B)&(/()/"),.)53")"#-%)"#'+$-.)53"/(+A(G:H)I"!.+$()/")(,>.)

#3*+$!$/.2)'.!.)",) 0.+.4(/$-.)/") ,(#)'(&'$.&"#) $&=(&-$,"#)() ,(#)53")+"=$"+")(,)

<(4,(+)/")#3)$&=(&'$(J)@(,)53")(,3/$+"!.#)(,)=$&(,)/")"#-")"&#(7.@B),()-".,.>A()

"&(&()7)'.+'.6(/()-(!4$K&)#")"#'.&/")"&)",)#9-(&.)@/") ,() =$,.#.=A(B)/") ,()

*.,A-$'(@)/"#/")/.&/")*"+-3+4()<('$"&/.)-+(6"#3+(#:

L.!4+(+)*(+().'3,-(+2) /"'$+) ,.)"53A6.'.)*(+()&.)/"'$+) &(/() M53")"#) ,.)

!$#!.)53")&.)/"'$+)&(/()@(,)!./.)/"),()-".,.>A()&">(-$6(@)*(+()#3>"+$+,.)

-./.N:)C&)3&) -.&.)53") +"'3"+/() ,() $+.&A()4A4,$'() M*.+)"0"!*,.B) ,()!$&3'$.#()

'(+-.>+(=A()"/K&$'()/")OK&"#$#)P2)QR8QD)53")&.)<('")#$&.)(#">3+(+)'.&)-K+!$8

#0-(3"03156'*0-(2%('&.0-'7'2')%)()"(,7'*%1("2(8%1%4-0("#(2%(9'"11%:;(<%2/"1(!"#8

0(!$&)&.!4+()3&()/$#'$*,$&()(*(+"&-"!"&-")/"=$&$/()*(+().'3,-(+)@<('$"&/.)

+"#.&(+@)(,>.) !"#!$%!&'!"()'*:) S&#$#-")"&)3&() E-".,.>A(G)53")&.)"#)3&)$()*+)

-071"("2(*'"20(#'(-071"("2(%7-02,/0;(#0("-()0*/1'#%()"(='0->(!%-/"(,#%(*'/%()"2(

%,/01()"(?@1%#A(B%6C%>(D#("2()E*'&0(%#'F"1-%1'0()"(-,(&,"1/"G(.%1%(%.10H'&%18

&.#)()"#-()-".,.>A()#$&>3,(+2T)EU(/()>"#-.)"#)3&)('.&-"'$!$"&-.)7)'(#$)#")*./+A()

/"'$+2)3&)/+(!(:)V()"#'"&()"&),()'3(,)"#-")/+(!()#")/"#(++.,,()"#)",)W"(-+.)/",)

I3&/.B)'37.)-+(#=.&/.)"#)",)'$",.:)F"+.)",)'$",.)"#)#9,.)3&)-+(#=.&/.2)$&6"#-$>(+)

#3),"7)#"+A()'.!.)*+"-"&/"+)'.,>(+)",)/"'.+(/.)/")3&)-"(-+.)"&)3&()>(,"+A()/")

'3(/+.#G:

D) C#)'+$-$'(/.)*.+)",)=$,9#.=.)03/A.)+",$>$.#.)X"#<(7(<3)V"$4.Y$-1:),-+:)EC,)#$>&$=$'(/.)+",$>$.#.)

7)!.+(,)/"),()+"/"&'$9&)/")S#+(",G)MQZTTNB)"&).(/%+!$!$/%010/*$*"%!(/#*/'(/*2&*+!*"%!(/+*'!3!0$(B)

IK[$'.B)W(3+3#B)PRRRB)**:)J\8QRQ:)F.+)#3)*(+-"B);'<.,"!)/$'")"&)3&()"&-+"6$#-()EF$"&#.)53"),()

!"1',()/",)!"#$(&$#!.)'.&),.#)!.6$!$"&-.#)#"'3,(+"#)'.&/3'")(,)=+('(#.)/")K#-.#G:),-+:)O"+#<.!)

;'<.,"!B)EU.&)O"+#<.!);'<.,"!:)U.&6"+#('$9&)"&)",)$&6$"+&.)/")QZT\8ZTDGB)"&)4(5/6"/1!$7*+!0/

*"/*'/16"#08/9+(#!%!:"/5/$*%6'(+!;(%!:"B)W+.--(B)I(/+$/B)PRRJB)*:)]]:
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La filosofía:  
un autómata orientalista
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El jorobadito capaz de disipar el humo del progreso
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